
 City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

November 09, 2021 – 10:30 AM 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Members: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice Chair Robert 

Blackmon, Council Chair Ed Montanari, and Council Member 
Amy Foster 

Alternate: Council Vice Chair Gina Driscoll 
Support Staff:   Kimberly Amos– City Council Legislative Aide 
 
 
1) Call to Order 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 
3) Approval of October 28, 2021 Minutes 
 
4) New Business – November 09, 2021 

 
a) Current Status in Tallahassee - Dr. Jeff Sharkey & John Rodriquez 

a. Draft Resolution in Opposition of the COVID-19 Preemption Special 
Session     

 
b) Stakeholder Legislative Priorities 

a. University of South Florida St. Petersburg – Dr. Martin Tadlock, Regional 
Chancellor 
 

c) Final Discussion and Approval of 2022 State Legislative Priorities 
a. Draft Resolution of the Priorities of the St. Petersburg City Council for the 

2022 State Legislative Session 
 

 
5) Upcoming Meeting Dates 

December 9, 2021 

 

 
Attachments: 
Support Material for New Business Items 
2022 State Legislative Priorities List Draft 
 



 

City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

October 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Robert Blackmon, Council Chair Ed 

Montanari, Council Member Amy Foster, and Council Vice-Chair Gina Driscoll (Alternate) 
 
Absent: None 

Also Present: Representative Michele Rayner, Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Assistant City 
Attorney Jane Wallace, Government Affairs Director John Rodriguez, Capitol Alliance Group Managing 
Partner Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey, Forward Pinellas Executive Director Whit Blanton, PSTA Chief Executive Officer 
Brad Miller, St. Petersburg Association of Firefighters President Rick Pauley, St. Petersburg Chamber of 
Commerce Vice President of Advocacy Matt Lettelleir, and City Clerk Assistant Paul Traci  

Support Staff: Kimberly Amos – City Council Legislative Aide 
 

1. Call to Order – 2:00 PM  
2. Approval of Agenda – CM Montanari motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 
3. Approval of September 16, 2021 Minutes - CM Montanari motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 
4. New Business – October 28, 2021 

Current Status in Tallahassee - Dr. Jeff Sharkey, Capitol Alliance Group Managing Partner & John 
Rodriquez, Government Affairs Director 

 Dr. Sharkey shared scheduling notes: three interim committee meetings remain, the regular session 
begins January 11, and the appropriations request deadline is November 12th. He gave a quick overview of the 
State budget and potential funding from Build Back Better program and the infrastructure bill. He stated input 
for the redistricting process will be through an online portal, with no community meetings. It is anticipated the 
Governor will call a special session on vaccine mandates. Dr. Sharkey is currently tracking 30 bills for St. 
Petersburg.  He began discussion with a glitch bill related to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s (“FWC”) vessel bill, and it will provide revisions to fix issues and edits criteria for clarity. 
Committee Chair Gabbard asked about funding for the vessel study to which Dr. Sharkey responded the FWC 
has received what is needed. Committee Chair Gabbard asked if the priority should then be moved from the 
funding area of the draft to items supported and Dr. Sharkey responded yes or provide endorsement via a 
proclamation/resolution.  

Dr. Sharkey then discussed HB 606, a boating safety education bill which defines removal conditions 
for the FWC and other enforcement agencies and requires liveries to be permitted and licensed. He discussed 
sanitary sewer laterals bills, HB 303 and SB 608, that encourage counties and municipalities to establish an 
inspection/rehabilitation program. Dr. Sharkey discussed the resiliency energy environment program, with 
enhancements that are made being financed through property tax mortgage base payment structures. Committee 
Chair Gabbard asked if work was occurring to remove financial challenges, like loan disclosure, that are present 
with PACE. Dr. Sharkey offered to leave a copy of the bill, SB 228 and HB 101, for review stating it has clearer 
guidelines. Preemption bills are being monitored, one for financial disclosures for elected officials and several 
related to issues with mask and vaccine mandates. He informed the committee that sponsored bill content needs 
to see progressive movement as the House members can only sponsor six and Senators having a higher number.  



 

Mr. Rodriguez reiterated the appropriations deadline, Committee Chair Gabbard asked if an updated 
spreadsheet for the 30 bills being tracked was available, and Mr. Rodriguez stated he would bring something to 
the next meeting. 

Stakeholder Legislative Priorities – FWC, Whit Blanton - Forward Pinellas Executive Director, Brad Miller - 
PSTA Chief Executive Officer, Rick Pauley- St. Petersburg Association of Firefighters President, and Matt 
Lettelleir, St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce Vice President of Advocacy 

 CM Gabbard shared that the FWC representative was unable to attend with a last-minute cancellation 
and they will be invited to the next meeting.   

Forward Pinellas Executive Director Whit Blanton shared that Representative Diamond and Senator 
Brandes are working on a bill to increase funding flexibility within the strategic intermodal system. Requests 
for local fuel taxes be indexed to inflation are being made perennially as well as requests for consistent funding 
to the Transportation Regional Incentive Program. Discussion with Representative DiCeglie is occurring to 
allow educational components to be permitted through state safety funding, and a pilot program could be 
developed. Continued opposal of removing rapid flashing beacons and mid-block crossings is in progress. 
Forward Pinellas is partnering with the Florida Department of Transportation (“FDOT”) to pilot speed 
management strategies in selected corridors for safety. Focused monitoring of preemption bills and any bills 
related to establishing further resiliency efforts are also priorities.    

PSTA Chief Executive Officer Brad Miller shared priorities beginning with restoration of transportation 
funding cut last session for transportation disadvantaged programs. PSTA supports revision of the FDOT transit 
rule 14-90 to permit partnerships with Transport Network Companies. The PSTA is seeking options for 
electrification of their transit fleet with emphasis on the VW settlement as a possible source of funding. In 
agreeance with Forward Pinellas, flexible transportation funding is another priority. Lastly, the PSTA is 
requesting assistance accessing reimbursement eligibility from Medicaid for transit ridership to/from medical 
appointments & pharmacies.   

St. Petersburg Association of Firefighters President Rick Pauley presented two priorities, first HB 31 
and SB 264, sponsored by Representative Busatta Cabrera and Senator Hooper, allowing firefighters due 
process during investigations. Second is HB 117 co-sponsored by Representatives Fetterhoff and Rizo 
providing additional communicable and infectious disease coverage for first responders. Representative Rayner 
asked if the bill was introduced last session, Mr. Pauley responded a version existed, but it was unsuccessful. 

St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce Vice President of Advocacy Matt Lettelleir shared the Chamber is 
working with USF St. Petersburg’s lobbyists to support the $30 million dollar request for a marine science 
building and the $25 million dollar request to fund the nursing environmental science clusters. Five clusters 
were put forward last session and none were funded, they are looking to receive dedicated funding for two now 
and an additional three later. The Chamber would like to see a transportation study to evaluate how to get the 
Brightline terminus in Tampa to St. Petersburg & Clearwater, and additionally connecting the Cross Bay Ferry 
service from downtown St. Petersburg to East Hillsborough. Feedback has been received from the delegation 
about optics for visitors in Tallahassee, working on ideas to put on a good program, and currently targeting the 
week of February 7th, additional details to come.  

St. Petersburg Delegation Legislative Priorities – Florida State House Representative Michele Rayner, 
District 70 

 A priority is what happened with Piney Point, and she is working with Representative Robinson on 
measures within the statute for toxic and wastewater and ensuring all gyp stacks have correct bonding and 



 

mitigation procedures. Additionally, she is working with Commissioner Fried regarding water quality issues 
that impact St. Petersburg, with Representative McCurdy on a bill for juvenile justice to outlaw juvenile solitary 
confinement and interrogations without a parent present, and also co-sponsoring a bill with Representative Tant 
looking at direct files. A consideration is a solar bill the Pinellas County School Board is working on, a 
partnership with Senator Albritton, bringing back a bill that previously originated with Representative Webb.  

Continued committee discussion of 2022 State Legislative Priorities – 

 committee Chair Gabbard expressed that there was no scheduled meeting in November and focus should 
fall on our priorities list for approval at the next meeting. Council Vice Chair Driscoll shared that the HERS 
Committee scheduled for November 9th was recently released and suggested a LAIR meeting for that slot.  

Council Vice Chair Driscoll asked to add a section for vessel safety bills coming forward SB 494 and 
HB 323, continued monitoring of SB 606, and for advocacy of private laterals, with funding emphasized for 
resident assistance. Committee Chair Gabbard responded that HB 303 is attached but SB 608 will be added. 

 Council Member Figgs-Sanders asked how to add the Arts Conservatory for Teens to the legislative 
priorities list for an appropriations request. Committee Chair Gabbard asked if Dr. Alex Harris had been 
communicating with any sponsors for the bill.  Council Member Figgs-Sanders stated conversation has occurred 
with Senator Rouson. Committee Chair Gabbard asked for Council Member Figgs-Sanders to receive a 
confirmation of an appropriations request for discussion at the next meeting.  

Council Chair Montanari expressed to Mr. Blanton that he was concerned about the speed management 
device from a first amendment point of view.  

Committee Vice Chair Blackmon shared he is working on an appropriations request with Representative 
Chaney, Bill Edwards, and Dr. Hank Hine in relation to the Dali expansion. Committee Chair Gabbard asked 
how the referendum needed for access to the land would be factored. Committee Vice Chair Blackmon 
responded that this would be directly related to a plan B that Administration has proposed to move things 
forward for all parties. Committee Chair Gabbard expressed concern that the appropriations request would get 
approved with work still to be done and potentially expire without utilization. Committee Vice Chair  Blackmon 
replied that partial funding would be for the design.  

 Committee Chair Gabbard asked Committee Vice Chair Blackmon and Representative Rayner about 
permitting funds for affordable housing and if they had plans to revisit the issue. Representative Rayner 
responded no, and Committee Vice Chair Blackmon added that partisanship played a role and Representative 
Chaney was considering bringing it back. Committee Chair Gabbard asked for an update on if it should stay on 
the Legislative Priorities list for to the next meeting.  

Committee Chair Gabbard asked Council Chair Montanari if any movement has occurred on an 
appropriations request for a new facility near the maritime defense and technology hub or if it can be removed 
from the list, and Council Chair Montanari asked to speak about it at the next meeting.  

Committee Chair Gabbard expressed in a previous BFT meeting, Council learned the Resilient Florida 
Grant process is moving forward so it can be removed from the priorities list.  

November 9th was set as a tentative date for the next LAIR meeting.    
 
Committee Chair Gabbard adjourned the meeting at 3:07 pm 



 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 
CITY COUNCIL OPPOSING THE SPECIAL SESSION 
OF THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN NOVEMBER 15, 2021; INSTRUCTING THE 
CITY CLERK TO TRANSMIT THIS RESOLUTION TO 
CERTAIN PERSONS AND ENTITIES; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

   
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Florida has issued a proclamation announcing a 

Special Session of the Florida Legislature to commence on Monday, November 15, 2021, and 
extend no later than Friday, November 19, 2021, for the State Legislature to consider a ban on 
vaccine mandates in Florida in opposition to recent actions by the Federal Government; and 

 
WHEREAS, the legislation anticipated to be considered in the Special Session would have 

far reaching implications on local governments beyond just opposing recent actions by the Federal 
Government, and would include consideration of legislation to ban vaccine mandates in Florida, 
limit the powers of local governments as to utilization of COVID-19 vaccination status, 
appropriate funds to investigate complaints regarding COVID-19 vaccination mandates and take 
legal action against such mandates, direct the State to evaluate whether it should assert jurisdiction 
over occupational safety and health issues for government and private employees, and create 
public records exemptions for related complaints and investigations; and 

 
WHEREAS, City Council of the City of St. Petersburg recognizes the importance of the 

ability for local elected officials to respond in a timely manner to matters of local importance, 
address the unique concerns of their communities and safeguard issues of perennial importance to 
their communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, certain matters are vital to the City of St. Petersburg in its comprehensive 
efforts to assist the citizens of St. Petersburg; and 

 
WHEREAS, the legislation which would be considered during this Special Session concern 

matters properly within the purview of local governments and should not be considered in a Special 
Session or any other Florida legislative session.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of St. Petersburg, 
Florida that City Council hereby expresses its opposition to the Special Session of the Florida 
Legislature to commence on Monday, November 15, 2021, and extend no later than Friday, 
November 19, 2021, and urges the Legislature to support the ability of local elected officials to 
continue to respond to matters of urgent local concern.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council hereby instructs the City Clerk to transmit 
a copy of this Resolution to the Senate President, the House Speaker and the Pinellas County 
Delegation.  
  

This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 



 
  
  
  
Approved as to form and content: 
  
  
__                       __________________________ 
City Attorney (designee) 
 
 
Citylaw 594319 
 
 
 







 

 

 

St Petersburg City Council  
2022 State Legislative Priorities 

 
 
Support the role of local governments: 

“The most precious powers a city in Florida has are its Home Rule powers which were established 
when the Legislature adopted the Home Rule Powers Act in 1973. The ability to establish its form of 
government through its charter, and to then enact ordinances, codes, plans and resolutions without 
prior state approval is a tremendous authority. To further be able to enforce them “at home” and to 
make necessary changes as a city grows is a great reflection of the trust that citizens have in their 
respective city leaders.” - Florida League of Cities  

● Oppose any legislation that would remove a local governments ability to install pedestrian and 
bicycle safety warning devices proven to reduce fatalities and serious injuries for our most 
vulnerable road users. 

● Support an amendment to Florida Statute 553.80 that creates an allowance for the use of 
excess building permit funds to be used for the cost of permitting for affordable housing.  
 
 

Education: 
● In the quest for St Petersburg to become a City of Education, we ask that our delegation 

support initiatives put forward by our Collegiate and University partners in their quest of 
funding for new programs and increased enrollment. 

● Request that the legislature follows through on their promise to support USFSP and follow the 
law of consolidation, provide adequate funding, revisit enrollment requirements that 
disproportionately affect minority communities, and support autonomy. 

● Support any endeavors to bring a Collegiate High School to St Petersburg. 
 

 
Private Laterals: 

● HB303/SB608 - Monitor legislation that would require counties and municipalities to establish a 
sanitary sewer lateral inspection program; and provide parameters for such a program 
including potential funding to assist residents with requirements. 
 



 

 

Vessel Safety Revision: 
● HB323/SB494 – Support proposed revisions to the FWC agency bill, providing additional 

guidance used to determine vessels at risk of becoming derelict and authorizing the commission 
to establish programs to provide grants to local governments.  

Support First Responders: 
● HB31/SB264 – Support legislation allowing firefighters due process during inquiries and 

investigations 
● HB117/SB774 – Support legislation providing additional communicable and infectious disease 

coverage for first responders 

Building Code: 
● Monitor legislation regarding inspections for older structures in light of the Surfside tragedy. 

 
Transportation Funding: 

● Support legislation that would provide flexibility to transportation funding allowing for 
solutions that alleviate the restrictions on widening roadways in our highly developed urban 
areas. Flexibility is crucial to allow for development and improvements to multiuse trails, 
pedestrian & bicycle facilities, and public transit services. Investments in technological solutions 
that improve the flow of traffic would provide instrumental positive impacts to our city. 

 
 

 Additional Funding Priorities: 

● Fund all Initiatives coming from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Red Tide Task Force and any red tide 
research study opportunities for the USFSP College of Marine Science and Eckerd College. 

● Support any appropriation request for the construction of a new facility near the Maritime Defense & 
Technology Hub that would attract a partnership with NOAA and create specialized and targeted 
industries. 

● Support all appropriation requests for the creation of the Woodson African American Museum of 
Florida. 

● St. Petersburg Science Center – Challenger Learning Center Program. 
● Support increased funding to assist local governments with improved Infrastructure Initiatives such as 

seawalls, bridges, sidewalks, and other improvements.  

 



 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PRIORITIES OF THE CITY OF 
ST. PETERSBURG CITY COUNCIL FOR THE 2022 
STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION; SUPPORTING AND 
OPPOSING CERTAIN PROPOSED LEGISLATION IN 
THE 2022 STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION; 
INSTRUCTING THE CITY CLERK TO TRANSMIT 
THIS RESOLUTION TO CERTAIN PERSONS AND 
ENTITIES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

   
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Petersburg recognizes the 

importance of the ability for local elected officials to respond in a timely manner to matters of 
local importance, address the unique concerns of their communities and safeguard issues of 
perennial importance to their communities; and 
 

 WHEREAS, certain matters are vital to the City of St. Petersburg in its 
comprehensive efforts to assist the citizens of St. Petersburg; and 

 
 WHEREAS, proposed legislation has been filed for consideration during the 2022 

session of the Florida Legislature; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Petersburg has determined its 
priorities for this 2022 state legislative session. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
St. Petersburg, Florida that City Council hereby expresses its priorities for the 2022 state 
legislative session in the attached St. Petersburg City Council 2022 State Legislative Priorities 
(Exhibit A).   
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council hereby instructs the City Clerk to 
transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Senate President, the House Speaker and the Pinellas 
County Delegation.  
  

 This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 
  
  
  
Approved as to form and content: 
  
  
_____________________________________ 
City Attorney (designee) 
 
 
Citylaw 594315 
 



 2022 Session Bill Tracker Spreadsheet

NUMBER   TITLE FILED BY    LAST ACTION

HB 31
Firefighter Inquiries 
and Investigations 

Busatta Cabrera

Last Action: 10/20/2021
 House:                                                                                                 

Now in Civil Justice & Property Rights 
Subcommittee

SB 264
Firefighter Inquiries 
and Investigations 

Hooper

Last Action: 10/13/2021
Senate:                                                                               

Referred to Community Affairs; Governmental 
Oversight and Accountability; Rules                                                               

HB 303
Sanitary Sewer 

Lateral Inspection 
Programs

Truenow

Last Action: 10/26/2021
House:                                                                             

Now in Environment, Agriculture & Flooding 
Subcommittee

SB 608
Sanitary Sewer 

Lateral Inspection 
Programs

Brodeur
Last Action: 10/25/2021

Senate: Filed

HB 323
Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation 
Commission

Sirois
Last Action: 10/15/2021

House: Filed

SB 494
Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation 
Commission

Hutson

Last Action: 10/21/2021
Senate:                                                                     

Referred to Transportation; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and 

Economic Development; Appropriations

HB 117
Communicable and 
Infectious Diseases

Fetterhoff                    
Omphroy

Last Action: 9/29/2021
 House:                                                                                       

Now in Government Operations Subcommittee

SB 774
Communicable and 
Infectious Diseases

Gruters
Last Action: 11/02/2021

Senate: Filed

HB 101
Resiliency Energy 

Environment Florida 
Program

Fine

Last Action: 09/22/2021
House:                                                                                

Now in Tourism, Infrastructure & Energy 
Subcommittee

SB 228
Resiliency Energy 

Environment Florida 
Program

Rodriguez

Last Action: 10/25/2021
Senate:                                                                               

On Committee agenda-- Community Affairs, 
11/03/21, 8:30 am, 37 Senate Building

HB 403 Local Ordinances Giallombardo
Last Action: 10/25/2021

House: Filed                                                            

SB 280 Local Ordinances Hutson
Last Action: 10/13/2021

Senate:                                                                               
Referred to Community Affairs; Judiciary; Rules                                                             

updated 11/03/2021

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/31
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/264
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/303
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/608
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/323
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/494
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/117
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/774
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/228
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/228
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/280
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/280


 2022 Session Bill Tracker Spreadsheet

SB 426
Tampa Bay Area 
Regional Transit 

Authority
Brandes

Last Action: 10/21/2021
Senate:                                                                        

Referred to Transportation; Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and 

Economic Development; Appropriations

SB 606 Boating Safety Garcia
Last Action: 10/25/2021

Senate: Filed

updated 11/03/2021

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/426
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/606

	A. 2021-11-09 - LAIR Agenda
	B. 2021-10-28 - LAIR Minutes
	C. Resolution Draft to Oppose Special Session
	D. USF Facility for LAIR
	E. DRAFT of 2022 City Council State Legislative Priorities
	F. Resolution Draft to adopt priorities list
	G. 2021-11-09 Tracking List
	Sheet1


